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1 Joan 4. 11. 
Beloved, if God ſo loved us, we ought 


' alſo to love one anot ber. 


N the 7th Verſe of this Chapter, the Apoſtle! re- 
turns to that Point, which he had ſeveral times 
before touched upon jn this very Epiſtle, vi. the 
great Duty of loving our Chriſtian Brethren.” Be- 
loved, ſays he, let ws love one another. And he gives 

a very ſubſtantial Reaſon to enforce his Exhortation, ad- 

ding immediatly, for Love is of God; and every one that 

Iwwer h, is born of God, and knoweth God. Where- wks 

as on the contrary, he that loveth not, knoweth Ver. 8. 

not God; for God is Love. He then proceeds to | 

demonſtrat the Certainty and Greatneſs of God's Love, 
ſaying, In this was manifiſted the Lowe of God ko- 

wards us, becauſe that God ſent his only begotten Son wv. 9. 

into the World, that we might live t hro him. And 

that we may have the deeper Senſe of God's Love, 

that it may the more nearly and throughly affect us, 


that it may the more powerfully quicken our Love of 


each other, he obſerves, that God's Love of ourſelves 
was perfectly free, the Effect of his own pure Goodneſs, 
we having don nothing which could deſerve it at his 
Hands, nothing that could entitle us to ſollicit, or even 
to cheriſh the fainteſt Hope of enjoying, much leſs to pro- 
miſe outſelves, to depend upon, and live in Expectation 
of, ſuch immenſe, ſuch inconceivable Love. For 
ſays he, herein is Love, not that we loved God, but v. 10. 
that he loved us, and ſent his Son to be the Propitia- 
tion for our Sins. | 

And from hence he juſtly infers the great Reaſonable- 
nels of the Duty he had been injoining, and which he 
is defirous to lead us to the Practice of, ſaying in the 
Words of my Text, Beloved, if God ſo loved u, we ought 
alſo to love owe ano: her; that * ſince God has graciouſſy 

2 Con- 
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| (4) 
conferr'd upon us ſuch invaluable Bleſſings, ſince he has 
not ſpared his only beloved Son, but ſent him down 

from Heaven to offer himſelf a Sacrifice for us, ſince he 

has thereby given us the cleareſt Conviction of the Sin. 
cerity and Strength of his Divine Love, by doing ſo 
much, even all that infinit Wiſdom could invent, and 
infinit Power could execute, to effect, facilitat, and ſe. 
cure our Eternal Salvation ; the Conſideration and En. 
zoyment of this overflowing Goodneſs muſt neceſſarily 
lay upon us the ſtrongeſtObligations to endevor and pro. 
mote the Happineſs of our Fellow Chriſtians, to pour 
upon them all the Kindneſſes that we are able to beſtow, 
to contrive and ſearch after Opportunitys and Methods 
of doing them good, of making their Lives in all Reſpe&s 
comfortable and eaſy here, and proſpering their Journey 
to that bleſſed Place, where we hope everlaſtingly to re- 
joice and triumph hereafter. : | 
I'm very ſenſible, that as I have not at preſent ſuffici. 
ent time to do it, ſo I need not give you the Trouble 
of proving to you diſtinctly, and by a long Train of dif. 
ferent Conſiderations, that the Apoſtle's Argument is 
good and concluſive. For beſides the Deference which 
you cannot but pay to the Authority of an inſpir'd Wri- 
rer (of whom you will not entertain ſo mean an Opinion, 
as to imagin him capable of deducing practical Truths 
from ſuch Principles as will not ſupport and evince 


them) even common Senſe informs us, that the Duty of 


loving one another does naturally reſult from God's lov- 
ing us to that great and unmeaſurable Degree, which the 
wonderful Work of our Redemption by Chriſt's Death 
does moſt evidently declare and imply. 
For be pleaſed to reflect a little. Does not our being 
deliver'd from eternal Torments, and not only made ca- 
able of, but encouraged and aſſiſted to obtain, eternal 
| 1 — conſtrain us to make ſome Returns of Gratitude to 
Almighty God? Can that Perſon be eſteem'd a rational 
Creature, nay, is he he not far worſe than a mere Brute, 
who does not feel the Warmth of ſuch a Generous Love? 
Do not our Hearts even burn within us, are not our 
Souls enflamed, are we not impatiently deſirous to vent 
that Holy Fire, which ſuch Miracles of Mercy mult 
needs have enkindled in us? | 
But who ſhall benefit the great God of Heaven and 
Earth? or what Advantage can the ſupreme Governor 
of the World receive from poor Mortals * Alas! ſuch 
contemptible Beings as our ſelves can by no means l 
the 
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the Bleſſings we receive. We are utterly incapable of 
reflecting back the Happineſs which is poured from Hea- 
yen upon us. However, we can certainly ſtrive ro pleaſe 
our Benefactor, tho we cannot profit him. We can te- 
ſtify our Love by Obedience to his Laws, and prove 
that we are truly thankful for the Mercys we enjoy, by 
; ſtrict Conformity to the Divine Will. We can uſe 
our very beſt Endevors, we can labor earneſtly, in doing 
that which God delights in; and perpetually expreſs an 
unweary'd Zeal, a quick and lively Joy, an uninterrupt- 
ed Tranſport of the warmeſt Affe ctions, in his Service. 

Ought we not therefore to love one another? Ts not mu- 
rual Love a principal Branch of God's Law * Is it not that 
which he lays the utmoſt Streſs upon? If the Scriptures 
were ſilent, and had not delivered this Precept; does not 
even the Light of Reaſon tell us, that we can't create a 
greater Pleaſure to a generous Perſon than by imitating 
that glorious Property, by copying his own Generoſity 
in his own ſight, and paying him the-Compliment of 
being as like him as we are able? Muſt not God there. 
fore neceſſarily love thoſe that love others? And can 
we oblige and pleaſure God m_ me the Expreſſion) 
more effectually, more perfectly, than by loving others 
25 he loves our ſelves, and following the glorious Ex- 
ample which he has vouchſafed to ſet us? 

Farther, you well know, how conſtantly (and indeed 
moſt juſtly) that Man is deteſted, who refuſes (when 'tis 
in his Power) to aſſiſt and gratify thoſe, whom a moſt 
bountiful, moſt affectionat, and moſt Reddy Friend te- 
commends to his kind Offices. And have we a better 
Friend than God? Has he not, by the Death of his own 
Son upon the Croſs, redeemed us from intolerable Miſe- 
ry, and entitled us to the Poſſeſſion of Heaven it ſelf, 
that we may reign with him in inexpreſſible Glory? 
And does not God love our Fellow Chriſtians as render- 
ly as our ſelves? Is not their Welfare as dear to him, 
as our own? Did not Chriſt die for them, as much as 
for us? Do nor theſe Cirenmſtances, which are plain In- 
dications of God's Will; does not the Courſe of his 
Providence, which makes every Man to depend upon 
others, and capable of Advantage by them ; does not 
the expreſs, the plaineſt, and moſt ſtrict Command o 
God in his written Word; I ſay, do not all theſe things 
demonſtrat, that our Chriſtian Brethren are committed 
to our Care, that God expects we ſhould do them all 
poſlible kindneſs, that we ſhould love them for his ſake, 


and 
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and own the Mercys we have receiv'd,. by ſhedding the 
Influence of them upon others that are round about uz: 
in ſhort, that we ſhould always abound in good Works, 
and contribute our utmoſt towards an univerſal Happi. 
neſs, which is the bleſſed Effect, and the natural Conſe. 
quence, of an univerſal Love? 

You ſee therefore, if a Man does really love God, he 
can't help loving his Chriſtian Brethren. If he be ſenj. 
ble of God's Love to himſelf, tis impoſſible for him not 
to make others ſenſible of his —— Love to them. If this 
Perſuaſion be rooted in his Breaſt, if he firmly believes, 
and does ever meditate upon, what he owes to God; he 
can no more forbear doing good to others (as Occaſion 
ſerves, and as his Ability will permit) than the Fire can 
forbear to heat us, or the Sun can forbear to enlighten 
us. For ſuch good Actions are the neceſſary Fruits of 
ſuch good Principles. And therefore St. Joh declares 

roundly, if a Man ſay, 1 love God, and hateth hi; 

Ver. 20. Brother, he is a Liar. Tho' the Apoſtle was 
not defective in either Charity or good Man- 

ners, yet he does not ſay, he is miſtaten; he does not ſoften 
the Expreſſion, as if there were ſome room for Candor 
and a mild Conſtruction; but he plainly affirms, that h;: 
is a Liar ; that is, if a Man fay, I love God, and hateth 
his Brother, he utters what he knows to be falſe, he 
ſpeaks directly againſt his own, Conſcience, and flatly 
contradicts the Light of his own Mind; it being abſolut- 
ly eee for him that hateth his Brother, to love his 


od. | 
Wherefore, becauſe the Apoſtle would fain make his 
Diſciples love one another, in the firſt place he labors to 
convince us of God's Love to our ſelves; well know- 
ing, that if we believe the one, we ſhall practiſe the 
other. And accordingly he ſets before our Eyes God's 
Redemtion of Mankind by Chriſt Jeſus (which Inſtance 
carrys with it the moſt irreſiſtible Demonſtration of 
God's Love to us) and then he concludes in theWords of 
my Text, Beloved, if God ſo loved us, we ought alſo to love 
one another. 
In my following Diſcourſe, Ido not intend to treat, in 
a general manner, of that great Duty of loving one ano- 
ther, which my Text injoins, by ſhewing the Nature 
and Extent, the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of it, and 
by propoſing the ſeveral Encouragements we have to 
practiſe it. I hope to find other proper Opportunitys 
of enlarging upon theſe Matters in the Diſcharge oy my 
. unction 
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function amongſt you. But at preſent I ſhall confine 
my ſelf to a particular Caſe, for which (I muſt profeſs to 
you) I have a very deep and hearty Concern, and which 
this general Precept does moſt certainly reach and direct 
us in. For ſince all Chriſtians are commanded to love 
one another, that is, not barely to profeſs Kindneſs and 
tender AﬀeQions, but to demonſtrat the Reality of ſuch 
Profeſſions by ſutable Actions, to love one another not 
in Word or in Tongue only, but alſo in Deed and in 
Truth, and conſequently to promote the Happineſs of 
their Brethren in all Reſpe&s whatſoever, and particu- 
larly by miniſtring to the Neceſſitys of thoſe who ſtand 
in need of Aſſiſtance; therefore we are undoubtedly re- 
uired to love, and conſequently to relieve, thoſe di- 
freſſed Perſons, whoſe Jamentable Circumſtances ſo juſt- 
Jy challenge our Commiſeration, and in the pleading of 
whoſe Cauſe I ſhall imploy the remainder of that Time 
which your Patience affords me. 
The Brief in behalf of our Reformed Epiſcopal Bre- 


thren in Great Poland and Poliſh Pruſſia has been read to 


you this Morning; and you are thereby acquainted with 
their preſent calamitous Condition. Now as in the Be- 
ginnings of the Goſpel the Apoſtles themſelves earneſtly 
ſollicited, and their Diſciples in many diſtant Regions 
chearfully made, a Contribution for the Support of the 
Church at Jeruſalem, then laboring under grievous Miſ- 
fortunes, and oppreſſed with Want; ſo do my Lords 
the Biſhops, the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, not only 
under the Protection, but alſo by the Encouragement of 
his Majeſty, earneſtly ſollicit, and 'tis manifeſtly our 
Duty to make, a Contribution, according as God has 
enabled us, for the Support of theſe our Reformed Epiſ- 
copal Brethren, whoſe Hardſhips are ſurely more than 
ſufficient to extort Compaſſion from all ſuch, as have not 
raed baniſh'd Pity and Good Nature out of their 
feats. 

This therefore being ſo evident in Fact, and being in 
#2 Chriſtian a Manner imparted and recommended to our 
Conſideration ; I muſt own, I did not doubt, but the 
Sufferers would of courſe taſt the bleſſed Effects of that 
Generous Spirit, which has ſo often and ſo bravely diſ- 
cover'd it ſelf, in this Nation in general, and in this great 
City in particular, to the laſting Honor of our Country, 
to the Glory of our Great and Good Naſter, and to the 
unſpeakable Comfort of thoſe, to whom God has enabled 
23, and has therefore commanded us, to ſhew Mercy. 


But 
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(8) 
But 1 have reaſon to fear, that evil Arts have 
uſed (with what ſiniſter Views, tis not difficult to gueſs) 
to the Prejudice of theſe poor Sufferers. Falſe Sugge. 
ſtions have been raiſed, and induitriouſly ſcatter d ,, 
mongſt us, to obſtru& our Charity towards them. The 
have been grievouſly miſrepreſented to us; and perhayg 
ſome of us have been almoſt tempted to believe, thy 
they either are not at all, or at leaſt are not to ſo great: 
Degree, the Objects of our Chriſtian Love, and that: 
large Share of our Bounty would be ill beſtow'd upon 
them. Wherefore I think my ſelf bound in Juſtice, not 
only to the Petitioners themſelves, but alſo to our holy 
Redeemer (who is graciouſly pleaſed to accept thoie 
Alms as beſtowed upon himſelf, which are beſtowed up. 
on his afflicted Members; and who is conſequently in. 
jured in his own Perſon, when our Liberality is with. 
eld or leflen'd to proper Objects) to ſet this Matter in 
a true Light, and to give you ſhort Hints touching ſome 
Particulars, about which you may probably deſire to be 
inform'd and fatisfy'd, By this Means, I truſt in God, ] 
mall obviat the Malice of ſuch as bear an ill Will to 
theſe faithful Servants of our dear Lord; and open the 
Fountain of your Chriſtian Love, which has flowed ſo 
2 upon other (nay, Iwill venture to ſay, upon 

ome leſs moving) Occaſions. 

'Tis well known, and univerſally acknowledged, that 
theſe our Brethren are deſcended from thoſe Perſons, 
who forſook the Corruptions of the Church of Rome, by 
the Influence (principally) of thoſe Eminent Saints and 
Martyrs John Huſs and Ferom of Prague, who receiv'd 
their Doctrin (in a good meaſure) from our truly famous 


Countryman 7obn may to whom we are obliged for 


the firſt Dawnings of that Reformation, the firſt Glim- 
merings of that pure Goſpel Light, which (bleſſed be 
God for it) does now ſhine ſo brightly in this Land. 
From hence ſome have taken an handle of Calumny, 
and reproach theſe our Brethren as a ſort of Monſtrous 
Chriſtians. They have revived thoſe Accuſations, with 
which the Papif; formerly loaded the aforeſaid Jaborious 
Preachers, and caſt all that Filth upon their preſent 
Succeſſors in Tribulation. 
One wou'd think, this ſtale Trick ſhould hardly ſuc- 
ceed in a Proteſtant Country; and indeed it may juſtly 


be thought needleſs to anſwer ſuch an Objection, WY 5 
or 
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fore I ſhall not labor in the Confutation of that Maſs of 
Pupiſþ Slanders, and repeat what has been fo often ſald 
in anſwer to them. The truth is, this Cauſe does not need 
ſuch Methods of Apology. We are not bound to juſtiiy 
all the Actions of thoſe who were our Predeceſſors in the 
Oppoſition we make to Pep:ry. The Papiſts of theſe Days 
wou'd be very loath ts jultify all the Proceedings of the 
Papiſts in ancient Times; and wou'd think their Reli- 

ion ought not to ſuffer for the Faults of its quondam 
Profeſſors. Surely we have at leaſt an equal Right to the 
ſame Plea. 0 EK 

The firſt Beginners of Reformation were but Men,; 
and (tho' I am perſuaded they were truly good Men, 
and that they were by no means liable ro thoſe Charges 
which the Papiſts then did, and now do, lay on them; 
as I'm fatisfy'd I cou'd make appear, were it needful, gr 


x in did this Cauſe require it; yet I ſay) if they made ſome 
"me falſe Steps, a ſmall meaſure of Candor wou'd incline us 
| be to overlook them. Let the Papiſts remember, what an 


551 Egyptian Darkneſs had ſpread over the World, what, a 
to monſtrous Ignorance had blinded the Underſtandings gf 
the Mankind, how groſs, how unſupportable their Religion 
fo was grown, and what Impediments lay in the way of all 
ON ſuch as wou'd aim at a Reformation, Wherefore, when 
the Light broke in, wou'd not the ſtrongeſt Eyes trem- 

at ble? Muſt they not needs ſee dubiouſly 2 Did not the 
15, Luſtre it ſelf confound them by its Vigor and Novelty, 
by and hold their Judgments for a while in Suſpenſe? No 


nd Wonder, that every Obje& was nor ſeen clearly upon 
2 ſuch a ſudden Irruption; and that an exact Judgment 
us was not formed upon every Particular, of which ſo great 
or a Variety crowded in upon them, each of which needed 
Ns a moſt accurat Examination. Bleſſed Heroes, that 
e ſtruggled with ſuch Difficulties, and yet had the Cou- 
rage to perſiſt in their Labors, and win to themſelves a 
y, Crown of Martyrdom by their Perſeverance! Doubtleſs 
Is their Reward is with the Moſt High! The Sincerity 
h of their Hearts abundantly compenſated for the (ſuppo- 
$ ſed) Errors of their Underſtandings. | = 
t But how does ſuch an Obje&ion become the Mouth 


of a Church-of- England- man ? John Huſs and Ferom of Prague 
. are not pretended to have been more erroneous than our 
1 John Wicleff. Nay, tis the everlaſting Clamor of their 
. Adverſacies, that they were equally erroneous. you 
r B 


- 


(to) 


J don't at preſent (a) inquire, whether Wiclef was etro: 
neous, or no; but ſuppoſe that he were, and that a Pap/ 
ſhould object his Errors to a Member of the Church of 
England; What Reply wou'd the Churchman make? 
Wou'd he not anſwer, that tho' Miclef was not in all 
— fully apprized of the Truth, by reaſon of thoſe 
Diſadvantages he Jabor'd under, and which are now at 
length happily removed ; yer our preſent Reformation 
is juſtiſiable notwithſtanding ? Wou'd he not appeal to 
our Liturgy, our Articles and Homilys, and challenge 
the Papiſt to find any of IPiclef's (pretended): Errors in 
thoſe authentic Evidences of our Do&rins ? Whatever 
Miſtakes Wicl:f maintained, we have long ſince ſeen them, 
and forſaken them; and therefore 'ris utterly unreaſona. 
ble for the Papiſt to impute his Miſtakes to us; as if we 
were anſwerable for ſuch Errors, as we openly re- 
nounce. | 1 : 

And may not our Reformed Epiſcopal Brethren de. 
fend themielves after the very ſame Manner? What. 
ever Miſtakes might be charged upon John Huſs and Jerom 
of Prague; yet look into the Confeſſion of the Bohemian 
Churches, and into the Book of their Diſciplin, and ſee 
what Errors you can find there. Theſe are the Standards 

of what they teach and maintain ; and (believe me) 
v Whoever looks into thoſe Books, will ſoon be aſhamel 
of this Objection, 

But it is farther ſaid, that theſe our Brethren are not 
what they pretend to be. They would fain be thought, 
and they are pleaſed to ſtile themſelves, Reformed Epiſ- 
copal Churches; whereas they have no true Epiſcopacy 
_. amongſt them, they have no regular Succeſſion of Biſhops, 
asan Order diſtin& from, and ſuperior to, Presbyters. 

Now. ſuppoſe this were true in Fact; ſuppoſe that 
our Brethren were not properly Epiſcopal, and that 
uy really wanted a regular Succeſſion of Biſhops; will 
it follow from thence, that they are not Objects of our 
Charity, and ought not to be comforted under their pre- 
ſent heavy Preflures ? Is this the Spirit of the gpm 7 
Church of England, which juſtly eſteems herſelf, and has 
ever been acknowledg'd theBulwaik of ——— 

ate 
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(a) The Reader, if his Curioſity prompts him, may conſul! 
Dr. James's Apo'ozy for 5. Witef, ſhewing his Confor- 


mity with the Now Church of England, printed at Oxford 
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I dare ſay, you will not charge me with Want of 
Teal for Epiſcopacy. The Divine Right of the Sacred 
Order of Biſhops, as eſſentially diſtinct from, and ſu- 

erior to, that of Presbyters, is of fuch Conſequence to 
the Intereſt of Chriſtianity, and ſo firmly and evidently 
demonſtrable, that I can't allow my felt the Liberty of 
calling it in Queſtion, or entertaining any Doubt about 
it, Nor can any Man more heartily lament, than I do, 
what Defects ſome Reformed Churches labor under in 
this reſpect; or more ſincerely wiſh ang pray for rhe 
Eſtabliſnment of an Epiſcopal Goverment in all Prote- 
ſtant Churches, which I think they are bound in Con- 
ſcience to endevor to the utmoſt of their Power, in 
ſpight of whatever Obſtructions their reſpective Civil 
Governors may create them, 

But then, tho? I rejoice in the unſpeakable Bleſſing of 
our Epiſcopal Goverment, and ſhall never ( by God's 
Grace) flacken my Zeal for the Propagation of it in thoſe 
Places which do not at prefent enjoy it: yet God for- 
bid that I ſhould ever abandon, or ceaſe to commilerat 
and aſſiſt, thoſe Churches that want it. Alaſs! what ter- 
rible Conflicts againſt Popery have they ſuſtained ? How 
much of their Blood have they chearfully parted with, 
rather than ſubmit to the Abominations of Rome ? 
How cloſely, in all Human Views and Conſide- 
rations, is our Intereſt unired to theirs? How ne- 
ceſſary 1s their Safety in order to ours? Our common 
Enemies the Papiſts know this full well, as the whole 
Courſe of their Proceedings ſhews. And ſhall we then, 
who are Epiſcopal Proteſtants, negle& thoſe other Pro- 
teſtants, whoſe great Misfortune it 1s (I pray God in ſome 
Caſes it be not their great Fault) that they are not Epi- 
ſcopal ? Shall we ſuffer them utterly to periſh, becauſe 
they are not ſo happy as our ſelves? Is this a Chriſtian 
Practice? Is this the way to inlarge the Epiſcopal Com- 
munion ? | ! | 

We ſhou'd rather by all poſſible good Offices beget in 
ſuch as have it not, a Veneratian for Epiſcopacy ; and 
incline them to attempt the Introduction of a regular 
Succeſſion of Clergy, where it is not, by ſhewing them 
the bleſſed Fruits of our own Miniſtry; we ſhould make 
them ſenſibly the better for the true, Apoſtolical Gover- 
ment we live under, by clear Proofs that we have an 
Apoſtolical Spirit amongſt us; we ſhou'd demonſtrat, 
that we are ready to cheriſh whatever is praiſeworthy in 
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them, tho' they are not ſo perfect as we won d gladly 


ſce rhem. 

What! ſhall we deliver them up to the Rage of their 

Perſecutors? Shall we ſuffer them to periſh under their 
grievous Oppreſſions? Shall we let them be deſtroy'd from 
off the Face of the Earth, and ceaſe to be a Church, be. 
cauſe they are not as yet arrived to that State which we 
juſtly boaſt of? What Regard can they ever bear us, if 
we have Hearts hard enough to deſert them in their 
extreme Miſery, and that upon ſuch a narrowſoul'd Pre. 
tenſe as their not being bleſſed with an Epiſcopal Gover. 
ment? Muſt they not deteſt and abhor us? Muſt they 
not abominat ſuch an Epiſcopacy, as ſhuts up the Bow. 
els of Compaſſion, and does nor ſuffer Perſons within 
its Communion to love thoſe that are out of it? 
- The Samaritans not only differ'd from the Jews in Re. 
hgious Matters, but fer up an Altar oppoſit to that in 
Jeruſalem. againſt God's expreſs Commend. And yet 
Chriſt poſitively injoins us to do as the good Samaritan 
did in the Parable, that is, to be truly beneficent to all 
that want our Aſſiſtance, tho' they happen to be at the 
utmoſt diſtance from us in Point of Keligion, Many 
primitive Chriſtians dad entertained wretched Notions 
about the Obligation of the Hſaic Ceremonies, and did ut- 
terly Judaize even after they had embraced Chriſtianity, 
But did the Apoſtics give up theſe miſtaken Converts to 
the Malice of the Few: Did they not endevor by all 
obliging Methods, and a ſweet Behavior, to win them by 
Degrees, and bring them to the perfect Standard of the 
Coſpel ? What Leſſons do ſuch Examples teach us, the 
Members of the Eftabliſh'd Church? Ought we not to 
treat our Reformed Brethren, tho' not Epiſcopal, with 
ſuch an affectionat Tenderneſs, that they may at length, 
in Conſequence of the Benefits they receive by us, 


wrought up to a due Conformity to Chriſt's Rule in 


thoſe Particulars, which at preſent we juſtly think them 
fadly defective in? 

What I am now preſſing upon you, does not (I aſſure 
you) proceed from any Latitudinarian TinQure, but 
from my Sincerity and Firmneſs in ſtrictly Epiſcopal 
Principles. I am far from eſteeming the Form of Church 
Goverment, and conſequently the Regularity of mini- 
{terial Succeſſion, to be indifferent Matters, which muſt 
truckle to the Conveniency of State; as if Temporal 


Governors had any Authority to mould the Church into 


hat Form they pleaſe, and thereby to deviat from the 
Apoſtolical 
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Apoſtolical Inſtitution, when it ſutes their carnal Inte- 
reſt, No; but what I ſpeak, proceeds from the reverſe 
of theſe looſe Notions. My Zeal for Epiſcopacy, and 
for a regular Succeſſion which-ſo manifeſtly depends up- 
on it, extorts it from me. I know no better way of 
planting Epiſcopacy, and conſequently a regular Clergy, 
in thoſe Reformed Churches which at preſent are defti- 
tute of it, than by doing our utmoſt to help them upon 
all Occaſions, and prevailing upon them by our good 
Offices to become in all Things like unto our ſelves. 
And I doubt not but if ſuch Methods be honeſtly and vi- 
gorouſly try'd, they will in God's good Time have their 
defir'd Effec. ee 18 
were very eaſy for me ta enlarge upon this Head, and 
to ſhew the Weakneſs as well as Impiety of this Pre- 
tenſe, and eſpecially how unworthy tis of, how incon- 
ſiſtent with, the Beneficent and Heroic Character of a 
true Churchman. But I forbear. Twould be doing too 
much Honor to this Infinuation, ſhou'd I beſtow more 
Time in expoſing it; nay, perhaps *twou'd be conſtrued a 
tacit Inſinuation, that there is an Appearance of Strength 
in it, ſome colorable Reaſon for it, or ſome Probability 
of Fact to ground it on. Whereas in truth ' tis built up- 
on an utter Falſnood, invented on purpoſe to ſerve a bad 
turn, and perpetuat the Sufferings of theſe our Chriſtian 
Brethren. For whoever examins their Hiſtory, and knows 
any thing of the preſent Conſtitution of their Churches, 
will confeſs, that our Brethren are truly and properly 
Epiſcopal ; that they have Biſhops, not'only in Nime, 
but in Thing, even an Order of Spiritual Church Go- 
vernors, diſtin& from, and ſuperior to, Presbyters ; and 
that their Succeſſion of Biſhops is derived, not. from a 
barely Human Unauthoritative Conſtitution, but from 
thoſe, whoſe Legitimat Ordination to that Holy Fun- 
ion is unqueſtionable. 5 

That J may clear this Matter briefly, be pleaſed to 
underſtand, that thoſe Churches, which rejected and with- 
ſtood the Papal Uſurpations and other Enormitys, in the 
Twelfth and the following Centuries, till Lucher's Time, 
had undoubted Biſhops amongſt them. 

Jam aware, that they have been charged by the Pa. 
piſs with aſſerting the Identity of Biſhops and Presby. 


rers in the Apoſtles Times. Whether this Charge was 


juſt, I don't at preſent Diſpute. To be ſure, we have no 
Reaſon to truſt that Account which their Adverſarys 
have given of them. But ſuppo e the Imputation well 

| grounded ; 
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grounded; ſuppoſe that in thoſe Days, before the Mig, 
of Error were ſufficiently diſpell'd, before the Truth 
cou'd tolerably well be ſeen, ſome of thoſe well mean. 
ing People ſhou'd imagin, that Biſhops and Presbyters 
were not at the firſt eſſentially. diſtin Orders; what 
then? Will it follow that they changed the Form of 
Church Goverment, and indulged their new Notion ſo 
far, as to aboliſh Epiſcopacy, and reduce all to a Presby. 
terian Parity? We know, that before our own Refor. 
mation was ſetled, ſome great Men amongſt our ſelyes 
were inclined to odd Notions much of the ſame Kind. 
But were they therefore ſo fond of them, as to new 
model the Church? Did they therefore expel Epiſcopa- 
cy, merely to compliment their privat Fanſys? No: 
for Men of barely common Prudence (whatever they 
may unluckily think either poſſible or lawful, in Caſes 
of Extremity and abſolute Neceſſity) won't make violent 
Alterations, won't turn an eſtabliſh'd Order topſy turvy, 
won't try Concluſions in Goverment, and introduce a 
thorough Change, merely for the ſake of changing. 
They won't riſque the Church's Ruin merely to gratify 
their Curioſity in making Experiments and obſerving 
Canſequences. "Ss 
This was manifeſtly the Practice of thoſe brave Fouls, 
Whatever they might ſuſpect to be defenſible or feiſable, 
had they been driven to it; yet they preſerved the an- 
cient and eſtabliſhed 8 And tho' the thorough 
Depravation of the Rom:|þ Biſhops gave them Occaſion to 
{peak ſeverely. of Biſhops ; yet they are to be underſtood 
of ſuch Biſhops only as were the Diſgrace of their Order, 
and not of all Biſhops in general. For they never con- 
demned Biſhops as Biſhops, but conſtantly retained them 
amongſt themſelves. Inſomuch that I don't remember 
to have read or heard, that they were ſo much as charg'd 
with rejecting Epiſcopacy by the bittereſt of their 
Enemys in thoſe Times, when ſuch a Charge wou'd 
have don them incredible Miſchiefs. 
But to cut this Matter ſhort, and prevent all Poſſibi- 
lity of Cavil, J appeal ro Hiſtory and plain Fact. The 
Chain of their Succeſſion, and the Method by which they 
preſerv'd ir, are very particularly () recorded, and that 
ee in 
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% FHeruntamen, ad occurrendum quoquo modo Ad verſari- 
cum calumm is, præſertim [45 initia re formationis illius, idem 
£21 quaad feri poſſet, vbjervandum putirunt. Cumque 1 
| | 10 


65 

zy the moſt ſatisfactory manner. When they were ſch⸗ 

ſible, that they wanted Paſtors, they reſolv d to obtain 
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illi Valdenſes, legitimos ſe habere Epiſcopos, legirimamq; & nen 
imteryuptam ab Apoſtolis uſque ſucceſſwnem affirmarent : miſſos 
ad ſe crearunt tres e Fratrum Miniſtris, jam ante alibi ordi- 
natis, ritu ſolenni Epiſcopos; illiſq; Miniſtros ordinandi contu- 


lerant poteſtatem © nempe, &. Regenvolſcii Hiſt. Eecleſ. 


davon. Provin. lib. t. cap. 8. p. 33. Trajetti ad Rhenum; 
1652. | | 28 * . 
Sed iſti, tum ob abuſum apud Adverſarios Epiſcoporum 
minis, tum majoris odii ac invidie euitandæ causa, Seniorum 
dotius appellatione acqꝶuieſcebant, uti & hattenus. Quanquam 
res ipſa & officii ratio illoiem eadem eft : ſive Epiſcopi, ſeve ſe- 
niores Superatrendentes cum adjettione, (ive ſentorts, Superin- 
tendentes abſolute, ſive Inſpethores, ſive Decani, ſiue aliis nomi- 
bu, Græcis vel Latinis vocentur. I bid 
Maxima illis anxiet udo fuit de Animarum Pafteribut, 
unde hos eſſent habit uri, poſtquam quos in præſens habebant de · 
ciſiſent. Exſpectare, dum Romanæ Ordinationis aliqui Veri> 
tatu amore ad ſe trunſirent ves erat incertæ ſpei. Et memmerant 
Rekytanum tot ies proteſtatum, A fundamentis redintegranda 
eſs omnia. Domi ergò ęrigendam eſſe Ordinationem, poteſtate 
ti quam Chriſtus Eccleſia dediſſet: ut quamdiu ordinatos aadhuc 
inter ſe haberent, illi ipſt ordinent alios, & hi rurſum alios ſibi 
ſucctſſuros. Inclinabant ſanè Iſtuc ut deſideria, fic & ſententiæ: 
ſed quaſſabat animos metus, an ſatis legitima forer Ordinatio, 
Presbyter Presbyterum crearet, non ©yerd Epiſcopus ? Et guo- 
modo talem Ordinatimcm, ſi lis moveatur, defenſuri eſſint, ſive 
ud alies, five apud ſuos ? Tandem poſi anxias annorum dli- 
quot deliberationes, conveniunt (anno 1467) è tota Bohemia & 
Moravia primarii quique Viri, circiter ſeptuaginta, multiſq; 
ad Deum fuſis lacrymis & precibus (ut num propoſitum placeret, 
& num jam tempus eſſet, oſtendere dignaretur) volunt atem Dei 
forte experiri conſtituunt. Eligunt itaque 6 medio ſus, per ſuf- 
ragia, Viros novem, qu Miniſterio ſuſcipiendo pre ceteris ju- 
dcabant idoneos : datiſq; in manum pueri (in cætum accerſiti, 
& quid fiat ignorantis) ſchedulis occluſis duodecim, diſtribui 
Inter novem illos juſſerunt. Erant autem novem illarum vacug 
tribus dunt axat inſcriptum fuit EST: ſcilicet volant as Det, 
quam ſibi rewelari petebant. Fieri ergo potuit, ut omnes nacłi 
fuiſſent ſchedulas wacuas : quod indicium negative Dei volun- 
tatu futurum erat. Sed factum eſt, ut ſcriptæ ills tres venerint 


in mans; trium inter eos, Matthie Kunwaldii, viri piiſſim: ;. 
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a Supply of them. And being themſelves doubtful, whe. 
ther an Ordination by Presbyters without a Biſhop would 
be valid; or whether 'twould be defenſible, if queſtion'g, 
therefore, that they might effeQually ſtop the Mouths of 
Gainſayers, and be furniſh'd with a Clergy of indiſputa. 
ble Authority, they choſe three Perſons by Lot, whom 


Certain 
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Thome Prelaucii, viri docti, & Elie Krenovii, fmgulari qua- 
dam ſolertia conſpucui. Hos illi cum gaugio tanquam divinith; 
ſibi datos amplexati, de Confirmatione illorum, ſeu Ordinating 
nova, confilis ceperunt. Cumqz in confmiis Moravie O Au. 
ſtriæ Waldenſium quoſdam efſe ſcirent, ut omnino ſcrupulis am- 
ſcientiæ, ſue & alienæ (in præ ſens & in futurum) conſulerny, 
ad illos Michailem Zambergium cum aliis duobus miſerunt : qui 
quid actum efſet explicarent, judiciumq; de 46 peterent. In 
niuns illi Epiſcopum illorum Stephanum : qui accito Epiſcops al. 
tero, & aliquot e Miuiſtris, originem ſuam, dofirineq; ſue arti. 
culos, & quid haftenus horrenai per Italiam & Galliam paſſ 
eſſent, explicant : rurſumq; noſtrorum de ſeceſione à Papa 
Calixtinis . relationem audiunt, approbant, congratulantur ; 
guinimo tribus illis Miniſtros creandi poteſtate collata, manuuy 
impoſit ione Epiſcopos creant, & ad ſuos remittunt. Comenii 
Eccleſ. Slavon. Hiſt. Se&. 59, 60,61. p. 23, 24. in his Book 
intituled De bono Unitatis & ordiuis, Diſciplineq; ac obedin- 
tie, Ofc. Eccleſia Bobemicæ ad Anglicanam Paræneſis, dedicy 
ted to K. Charles Il. and printed at Amſterdam 1660. 
Cumque dicti Waldenſes, legitimos ſe habere Epiſcopos, lyj- 

timamq; & non interrupt am ab Apoſtolis uſque ſucceſſonm 
affirmarent, crearunt tres e neſtrorum Miniſtris, ritu ſolemi, 
Epiſcopos, illiſque Miniſtros ordinandi contul:runt poteſtaten. 
Sed qui in odium tracto ab Antichriſtiano abuſu Epiſcoporum 
nomine, Seniorum porius Of Antiſtitum appellat ione acquieſce- 
bant, uti & hattenus. Ratio Diſcipline, &c. Fratrum 
Bohemorum, Pref. p. 2. in the aforeſaid Book of Comenius. 

Antiſtes, ſeu Epiſcopus, nobis eft perſona ætate ac donis De: 
conſpicua, ad Ordinis in tota Unitate cuſtodiam omnium Minis 
ſtrorum ſuffragiis electa, ſolenni Ordinationis ritu confir mata, 
Of ſic aut horit ate publics munita; ut omnes reliqui, (us quiſ+ 
que loco, officium faciant, opuſq; Dei ſine ſcandalis & confuſunt 
nbique proc edat, at tendens.— Tales Epiſcopi quatuor, quinqu, 
ſex (prout neceſſit as poſtulaverit) conſtitui ; & unicuique ſus 
Diaceſis, ſive certus Eccleſiarum & Paſtorum numerus, aſſignari 
ſolent. Ratio Diſcipl. cap. 1, p. 19. 

Omnes hi electi & conſtituti ſemel, per vitæ dies in fic 


(nif quis minus digne ſe gerat) relinquuntur. Ibid. p. 28. 
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certain Biſhops of the Yaudois conſecrated Biſhops ; and 
by that Means they have continued a regular Succeſſion 
of (e) Biſhops,” each of which is truly and properly a 
Dioceſan, having a determinat Number of Paſtors with 
the reſpective Congregations, over whom he exerciſes 
Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction; and they have not only Bi- 
ſhops, but alſo Prieſts and Deacons; which Biſhops, 
Prieſts, and Deacons, are with them, as they are with 
us, three diſtin&t Orders, this being moſt evidently their 
Notion and Practice, as appears by the Book of their Diſ- 
ciplin, which is ſo well known to the Learned World. 

[ flatter my ſelf, that I have by this time perfectly re- 
moved thoſe Prejudices, and wiped off thoſe Aﬀperitons, 
which have been purpoſely raifed by ſuch as are un- 
reaſonably and cauſcleſly diſaffetted to our Reformed 
Epiſcopal Brethren. You perceive by what has been al- 
ready deliver'd, how unworthily your Zeal for our Ex- 
cellent Church has been abuſed by deſigning Men, who 
have thereby attempted to abate your Compaſſion to 
thoſe Proteſtants who ſo nearly reſemble our ſelves, by 
painting them in the moſt ugly Colors, and faſtening up- 
on them ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Deformitys and Imperfecti- 
ons, as I heartily wiſh could not be diſcerned in too 
many other Reformed Churches, whoſe Intereft and Pre- 
ſervation we are notwithſtanding obliged, by the Ties 


-of Prudence as well as of Chriſtianity, fincerely and in- 


ceſſantly to endevor and pray for. 

[ hope, the Diſcovery of ſuch malicious Falſhood will 
ſtrengthen your good Diſpoſitions towards theſe Suffer- 
ers, and double your Liberality upon this melancholy 
Occaſion, Tis exceeding hard, that thoſe who are al- 
ready ſo miſerable, ſhould meet with Defamation inſtead 
of Alms ; and be filthily blacken'd in that very Country, 
from which they promiſed themſelves the greateſt Boun- 
ty. Surely, the good Spirit of God will powerfully 
touch your Hearts, and quicken and heighten the Vigor 
of your. Chriſtian Love ; that even the Machinations of 
their Enemies may ſerve and promote the Intereſt of 
theſe Confeſſors, that they may receive the more ample 
Fruits of our Benevolence, to compenſat for the rough 
Treatment they have ſo undeſervedly met with. 

| C - - Cauld 
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(c) The Names of their Biſhops, and the Date and Order of 
tir Succeſſion, may be ſeen in Regenvolſs.us. Lil. 3, cap. 
19, p. 314, &c. 
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Could I find time to enumerat and deſcribe the con, 
tinual Perſecutions of the Anceſtors of theſe our Bre- 
thren, for the Teſtimony they have born to God's Truth; 
how they have been haraſs'd and driven from one 
Country to another, being forced to forſake all t 
poſſeſſed, that they might not ſacrifice a good Con. 
ſcience, but keep themſelves pure from the Roman Pol. 
Tutions; wou'd the Compaſs of a Sermon permit me to 
give you a Relation of their various Tortutes, the inhy. 
man Barbarities, which they have patiently ſubmitted ta 
for Chriſt's ſake, in a Courle of diverſe Ages, fo that they 
are become as it were a Race of Martyrs and Confeſſors, 
and are almoſt extinguiſh'd by Sufferings : ſurely the 
vaſt Quantitys of that holy Blood, which the Parents 
have all along ſo joy fully ſpilt, wou'd at leaſt purchaſe 
Pity to their Children; we ſhou'd ar leaſt be glad to 
ſupport with our Money the Poſterity of thoſe Saints, 
who have endured ſuch horrible Crueltys, as we our 
ſelves have moſt juſtly deſerved at God's Hand. 

Beſides, the more immediat Cauſe of their preſent Op- 
preſſions, that which now adds the greateſt Weight to 
their Sorrows, is the deplorable Conſequence of a moſt 
bloudy War. Alaſs! my Brethren, we have no Notion 
of thoſe Miſerys which War creates. I confeſs, we have 
paid Souldiers, and felt the Expence of a War: but 
bleſſed be God, we have not had a proper Experience of 
it. We have not feen, much Jeſs have we groan'd under, 
the Ravages and fearful Devaſtations, that Complication 
of all forts of Temporal Evils, which muſt unavoidably 
ruin thoſe Countrys, that are cover'd with vaſt Armys, 
- which ſpread univerſal Deſolation all around them. But 
our Brethren have undergon the whole Courſe of ſuch 
Evils; all which have been ſucceeded even by the Plague, 
which ſtill leſſened the Remnant of them; ſo that by an 
nninterrupted Series of the ſoreſt Judgments, as their 
Numbers are become few, fo their Circumſtances are 
exceedingly deplorable; their Country is laid waſt, theit 
Metropolitical Church and City burnt, their Univerſ: 
cy deſtroy'd, their Clergy either diſpers'd or murder d, 
and the whole Body of them, both Prieſts and People, 
reduced to extreme Poverty. How well may they {ay 
what the Prophet Jeremiah put into the Mouth of the 

Holy City ; 1s it nothing to you, all ye that 

Lam. I. 12, paſs by ? Behold and ſee, if there be any Sorrom 
| like unio wy Sorrow, which is don unto me, 
wherewich th: Lord hath afſlicte me in the Day of his fre 
3 Anger 
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Ager. Are not ſuch Perſons therefore the Objects of 
your Compaſſion ? ! 

There is hardly any Topic proper to move Pity, 
which mayn't be juftly uſed in behalf of theſe Sufferers. 
And yet I have ſpent ſo much of your Time in anſwerin 
Objections (tho as conciſely as was poſſible) that I mu 
not detain you with Perſuaſives. LT 

And ſurely I need not do it. For be but prevail'd 
upon to make their Caſe your own (God forbid, that it 
ever ſhould be your own, However, do but ſuppoſe it 
ſo) and dwell a little upon that diſmal Thought; and 
certainly your Tears will flow, as faſt as your Money 
ought to flow, at the bare Apprehenſion of it. I will 
not be ſo unjuſt to you, as to imagin, that a prolix Ex- 
hortation can be neceſſary. I ſhould rather deſpair of 
ſucceeding by it, could I think that you do really want 
it in a Caſe fo truly lamentable. 

Act therefore as becomes you, and as your Brethren, 
nay, the whole Chriſtian World, have juſt Reaſon to ex- 
pect from you. Do not pretend that you are not able 
to relieve them generouſly. For would you but fave the 
Expenſe of a few ſuch Diverſions, ſuch Inſtances of 
Pleaſure or Vanity, as you think very moderate and al- 
lowable, that very Sum would effectually comfort them. 
Let it not be ſaid, that the Members of the Eftabliſh'd 
Church of England did at any time neglect to hear the 
Crys of their Reformed Epiſcopal Brethren ; that they 
were ever once Deaf to their Complaints, and hardened 
their Hearts, and turned away their Eyes, as if they 
were apprehenſive, thar mere Humanity wou'd force 
them to beſtow, what even their Chriſtianity cou'd not 
draw from them. 

But I muſt not be farther tedious. I will only beg 
leave to give you a piece of Advice, which I dare ſay 
you'll have no reaſon to repent your putting in practice. 

take it for granted, my Brethren (for certainly you 
will not have the Face to deny) that you do every Morn- 
ing addreſs your ſelves to God in Prayer ; that you beg 
his pardon for your Sins, return him Thanks for his 
Mercys, and implore his Preſence with you in the Bu- 
ſineſs of the Day. This therefore you are ſuppoſed to 
do on that particular Day, when you expec to be called 
on for your Charity to theſe our neceſſitous Chriſtian 
Brethren. 

Be perſuaded therefore at the ſame time to lay their 
Caſe before God, and intreat his ſpecial Influence upon 

your 


rn 


that what you beſtowed was what you believed he ex: 
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yout Hearts, that you may give in ſuch a Proportion 
he ſhall vouchſafe to be pleaſed with; and be ſure rn 
mention in your next Approach to the Throne of Grace, 


pected from you. Wou'd you but take this Method, dare 
truſt to your Liberality ; and I dare alſo to undertake for 
them, that this miſerable People will not deſire a greater 
Share of your Abundance, than this Method (and ſurely 
"tis a very fair one) muſt incline you to part with. FH 
which of you will have the Confidence to tell God in 
his Prayers, that he has either deny'd Alms to ſuch de. 
ſerving Objects as theſe, or elſe that he has given them 
leſs than his Circumftances wou'd well afford? 

May that God, who worketh in us both to will and 
to do of his good Pleaſure, ſo guide us by his Spirit, 
that we may upon this and all other Occaſions, perform 
what ſhall be acceptable and well pleaſing to him, thro' 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, J whom, &c. 
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